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restrict inmate visiting when nec-
essary to ensure the security and good 
order of the institution. 

[45 FR 44232, June 30, 1980, as amended at 58 
FR 39095, July 21, 1993] 

§ 540.41 Visiting facilities. 
The Warden shall have the visiting 

room arranged so as to provide ade-
quate supervision, adapted to the de-
gree of security required by the type of 
institution. The Warden shall ensure 
that the visiting area is as comfortable 
and pleasant as practicable, and appro-
priately furnished and arranged. If 
space is available, the Warden shall 
have a portion of the visiting room 
equipped and set up to provide facili-
ties for the children of visitors. 

(a) Institutions of minimum and low 
security levels may permit visits be-
yond the security perimeter, but al-
ways under supervision of staff. 

(b) Institutions of medium and high 
security levels, and administrative in-
stitutions may establish outdoor vis-
iting, but it will always be inside the 
security perimeter and always under 
supervision of staff. 

[45 FR 44232, June 30, 1980, as amended at 51 
FR 26127, July 18, 1986; 56 FR 4159, Feb. 1, 
1991] 

§ 540.42 Visiting times. 
(a) Each Warden shall establish a vis-

iting schedule for the institution. At a 
minimum, the Warden shall establish 
visiting hours at the institution on 
Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays. The 
restriction of visiting to these days 
may be a hardship for some families 
and arrangements for other suitable 
hours shall be made to the extent prac-
ticable. Where staff resources permit, 
the Warden may establish evening vis-
iting hours. 

(b) Consistent with available re-
sources, such as space limitations and 
staff availability, and with concerns of 
institution security, the Warden may 
limit the visiting period. With respect 
to weekend visits, for example, some or 
all inmates and visitors may be limited 
to visiting on Saturday or on Sunday, 
but not on both days, in order to ac-
commodate the volume of visitors. 
There is no requirement that every vis-
itor has the opportunity to visit on 

both days of the weekend, nor that 
every inmate has the opportunity to 
have visits on both days of the week-
end. 

[51 FR 26127, July 18, 1986] 

§ 540.43 Frequency of visits and num-
ber of visitors. 

The Warden shall allow each inmate 
a minimum of four hours visiting time 
per month. The Warden may limit the 
length or frequency of visits only to 
avoid chronic overcrowding. The War-
den may establish a guideline for the 
maximum number of persons who may 
visit an inmate at one time, to prevent 
overcrowding in the visiting room or 
unusual difficulty in supervising a 
visit. Exceptions may be made to any 
local guideline when indicated by spe-
cial circumstances, such as distance 
the visitor must travel, frequency of 
the inmate’s visits, or health problems 
of the inmate or visitor. 

§ 540.44 Regular visitors. 
An inmate desiring to have regular 

visitors must submit a list of proposed 
visitors to the designated staff. See 
§ 540.45 for qualification as special vis-
itor. Staff are to compile a visiting list 
for each inmate after suitable inves-
tigation in accordance with § 540.51(b) 
of this part. The list may include: 

(a) Members of the immediate family. 
These persons include mother, father, 
step-parents, foster parents, brothers 
and sisters, spouse, and children. These 
individuals are placed on the visiting 
list, absent strong circumstances 
which preclude visiting. 

(b) Other relatives. These persons in-
clude grandparents, uncles, aunts, in- 
laws, and cousins. They may be placed 
on the approved list if the inmate wish-
es to have visits from them regularly 
and if there exists no reason to exclude 
them. 

(c) Friends and associates. The visiting 
privilege ordinarily will be extended to 
friends and associates having an estab-
lished relationship with the inmate 
prior to confinement, unless such visits 
could reasonably create a threat to the 
security and good order of the institu-
tion. Exceptions to the prior relation-
ship rule may be made, particularly for 
inmates without other visitors, when it 
is shown that the proposed visitor is 
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reliable and poses no threat to the se-
curity or good order of the institution. 

(d) Persons with prior criminal convic-
tions. The existence of a criminal con-
viction alone does not preclude visits. 
Staff shall give consideration to the 
nature, extent and recentness of con-
victions, as weighed against the secu-
rity considerations of the institution. 
Specific approval of the Warden may be 
required before such visits take place. 

(e) Children under sixteen. Children 
under the age of 16 may not visit unless 
accompanied by a responsible adult. 
Children shall be kept under super-
vision of a responsible adult or a chil-
dren’s program. Exceptions in unusual 
circumstances may be made by special 
approval of the Warden. 

[45 FR 44232, June 30, 1980, as amended at 56 
FR 4159, Feb. 1, 1991; 68 FR 10658, Mar. 6, 2003] 

§ 540.45 Qualification as special vis-
itor. 

Persons in the categories listed in 
this section may qualify as special visi-
tors rather than as regular visitors. 
Visits by special visitors ordinarily are 
for a specific purpose and ordinarily 
are not of a recurring nature. Except as 
specified, the conditions of visiting for 
special visitors are the same as for reg-
ular visitors. 

(a) Business visitor. Except for pretrial 
inmates, an inmate is not permitted to 
engage actively in a business or profes-
sion. An inmate who was engaged in a 
business or profession prior to commit-
ment is expected to assign authority 
for the operation of such business or 
profession to a person in the commu-
nity. Pretrial inmates may be allowed 
special visitors for the purpose of pro-
tecting the pretrial inmate’s business 
interests. In those instances where an 
inmate has turned over the operation 
of a business or profession to another 
person, there still may be an occasion 
where a decision must be made which 
will substantially affect the assets or 
prospects of the business. The Warden 
accordingly may permit a special busi-
ness visit in such cases. The Warden 
may waive the requirement for the ex-
istence of an established relationship 
prior to confinement for visitors ap-
proved under this paragraph. 

(b) Consular visitors. When it has been 
determined that an inmate is a citizen 

of a foreign country, the Warden must 
permit the consular representative of 
that country to visit on matters of le-
gitimate business. The Warden may 
not withhold this privilege even though 
the inmate is in disciplinary status. 
The requirement for the existence of an 
established relationship prior to con-
finement does not apply to consular 
visitors. 

(c) Representatives of community 
groups. The Warden may approve visits 
on a recurring basis to representatives 
from community groups (for example, 
civic, volunteer, or religious organiza-
tions) who are acting in their official 
capacity. These visits may be for the 
purpose of meeting with an individual 
inmate or with a group of inmates. The 
requirement for the existence of an es-
tablished relationship prior to confine-
ment for visitors does not apply to rep-
resentatives of community groups. 

(d) Clergy, former or prospective em-
ployers, sponsors, and parole advisors. 
Visitors in this category ordinarily 
provide assistance in release planning, 
counseling, and discussion of family 
problems. The requirement for the ex-
istence of an established relationship 
prior to confinement for visitors does 
not apply to visitors in this category. 

[68 FR 10658, Mar. 6, 2003] 

§ 540.46 Attorney visits. 

Requirements for attorney visits are 
governed by the provisions on inmate 
legal activities (see §§ 543.12 through 
543.16 of this chapter). Provisions perti-
nent to attorney visits for pretrial in-
mates are contained in § 551.117 of this 
chapter. 

[68 FR 10658, Mar. 6, 2003] 

§ 540.47 Media visits. 

Requirements for media visits are 
governed by the provisions on contact 
with news media (see subpart E of this 
part). A media representative who 
wishes to visit outside his or her offi-
cial duties, however, must qualify as a 
regular visitor or, if applicable, a spe-
cial visitor. 

[68 FR 10658, Mar. 6, 2003] 
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